
languages spoken in guinea
languages spoken in guinea form a vibrant tapestry that reflects the
country’s rich cultural diversity and historical influences. Guinea, located
in West Africa, is home to a multitude of ethnic groups, each with its own
distinct language. The linguistic landscape of Guinea encompasses official,
national, and regional languages that are used in daily communication,
education, government, and media. Understanding the languages spoken in
Guinea is crucial for appreciating its social fabric and for effective
communication within the country. This article explores the primary
languages, their origins, and their roles in Guinean society. Additionally, a
detailed overview of the most widely spoken languages and their distribution
across different regions will be provided. The following sections will guide
readers through the linguistic diversity found in Guinea.

Official Language of Guinea

Major Indigenous Languages

Regional Language Distribution

Language in Education and Media

Minority and Minority Languages

Official Language of Guinea
The official language of Guinea is French. As a former French colony, Guinea
adopted French as its administrative and official language following
independence in 1958. French is used in government, formal education, legal
affairs, and official documentation. It serves as a lingua franca that
bridges communication among the many ethnic groups spread across the nation.
The use of French enables Guinea to participate in international diplomacy
and commerce, especially within the Francophone world.

Despite its official status, French is not the mother tongue of the majority
of the population. Instead, it functions primarily in formal contexts and
urban areas, particularly in the capital city, Conakry. In rural regions,
indigenous languages dominate daily communication.

Major Indigenous Languages
Guinea is characterized by a diverse array of indigenous languages that



belong mainly to the Niger-Congo language family. These languages are spoken
by various ethnic groups and form the core of local cultural identity. The
three most prominent indigenous languages spoken in Guinea are:

Pular (Fula): Spoken by the Fulani people, Pular is one of the most
widely spoken languages in Guinea. It is prevalent in the Fouta Djallon
highlands and northern regions of the country.

Susu: This language is primarily spoken by the Susu ethnic group, mostly
found in the coastal regions including the capital, Conakry.

Maninka (Malinke): The Maninka language is spoken by the Malinke people
predominantly in the eastern and southeastern parts of Guinea.

Other significant indigenous languages include Kissi, Toma, and Kpelle, each
associated with specific ethnic communities. These languages play essential
roles in preserving cultural traditions and oral histories.

Pular Language
Pular, also known as Fula or Fulfulde, holds substantial importance in Guinea
due to the large population of Fulani speakers. It is characterized by its
rich oral literature and is used extensively in trade and interethnic
communication. Pular is taught in some schools and serves as a medium for
radio broadcasts and local administration.

Susu Language
Susu is predominantly spoken along the coastal belt and in Conakry, the
capital city. It acts as a regional lingua franca in these areas,
facilitating communication among diverse groups. Susu has a significant
presence in commerce and media, and it is increasingly being incorporated
into educational curricula at the primary level.

Maninka Language
Maninka, also called Malinke, is prevalent in Guinea’s forested regions. It
is closely related to other Mande languages spoken in neighboring countries.
Maninka has a rich tradition of storytelling and music and remains a vital
language for cultural expression among the Malinke people.



Regional Language Distribution
The distribution of languages spoken in Guinea varies considerably across its
four natural regions: Maritime Guinea, Fouta Djallon, Upper Guinea, and
Forest Guinea. Each region has distinct linguistic characteristics shaped by
its ethnic composition and historical development.

Maritime Guinea: Dominated by the Susu language, this region includes
the capital and coastal areas where Susu is the primary means of
communication.

Fouta Djallon: Known for its mountainous terrain, this area is
predominantly inhabited by Fulani people who speak Pular.

Upper Guinea: This region features a mix of Maninka and Kissi speakers,
reflecting diverse ethnic groups engaged in agriculture and trade.

Forest Guinea: Home to various smaller ethnic groups, including the Toma
and Kpelle, with their respective languages prevalent in the forested
zones.

This regional linguistic diversity influences social interactions, local
governance, and educational approaches within Guinea.

Language in Education and Media
French remains the primary language of instruction in Guinea’s formal
education system. However, there has been growing advocacy for incorporating
indigenous languages into early education to improve literacy rates and
cultural retention. Several programs aim to develop teaching materials in
languages such as Pular, Susu, and Maninka.

Media outlets in Guinea utilize a combination of French and local languages
to reach broader audiences. Radio is particularly influential in
disseminating information in indigenous languages, given its accessibility in
rural areas. Television and print media mostly use French but are
increasingly including content in national languages to foster inclusiveness.

Minority and Minority Languages
Beyond the major languages, Guinea is home to numerous minority languages
spoken by smaller ethnic communities. These languages contribute to the
country’s rich linguistic mosaic but face challenges such as limited written
literature and reduced intergenerational transmission.



Kissi: Spoken in the southeastern border areas, the Kissi language is
part of the Mande language group.

Toma: A language used by the Toma people in Forest Guinea, with unique
phonological features.

Kpelle: Present in the southeastern parts, closely related to languages
spoken in Liberia.

Other minor languages: Include languages like Landuma, Baga, and Loma,
each with localized speaker populations.

Efforts by linguistic researchers and cultural organizations aim to document
and preserve these minority languages to prevent their extinction and
maintain Guinea’s linguistic heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Guinea?
The official language of Guinea is French.

Which indigenous languages are most commonly spoken
in Guinea?
The most commonly spoken indigenous languages in Guinea include Fula (Pular),
Maninka (Malinke), and Susu.

Is French widely spoken and understood across
Guinea?
Yes, French is widely used in education, government, and media, making it
broadly understood, especially in urban areas.

Are there any regional language differences within
Guinea?
Yes, different regions of Guinea have dominant ethnic groups who speak their
own languages, such as Fula in the Fouta Djallon region, Maninka in the Upper
Guinea region, and Susu in the coastal areas.



How does language diversity affect education in
Guinea?
Language diversity presents challenges in education as many students speak
indigenous languages at home, while instruction is primarily in French, which
can affect comprehension and learning outcomes.

Are there efforts to preserve and promote indigenous
languages in Guinea?
Yes, there are initiatives by government and cultural organizations to
promote and preserve indigenous languages through education, media, and
cultural programs.

Additional Resources
1. “The Linguistic Landscape of Guinea: A Comprehensive Overview”
This book offers an extensive survey of the various languages spoken in
Guinea, including indigenous languages such as Pular, Malinké, and Susu. It
explores the historical development, sociolinguistic status, and the role of
these languages in everyday life. Readers will gain insight into Guinea’s
rich cultural diversity through its linguistic heritage.

2. “Pular Grammar and Syntax: A Practical Guide”
Focused specifically on the Pular language, this guide provides detailed
explanations of its grammatical structures and syntax rules. Designed for
both linguists and language learners, it includes exercises and examples
drawn from native speakers. The book aims to preserve and promote the
understanding of Pular as spoken in Guinea.

3. “Oral Traditions in Malinké: Language and Storytelling in Guinea”
This volume delves into the oral literature of the Malinké-speaking
communities, highlighting the significance of language in preserving history
and culture. It features transcriptions and translations of traditional
stories, proverbs, and songs. The book underscores the connection between
language and identity among the Malinké people.

4. “Susu Language: A Sociolinguistic Perspective”
Examining the Susu language, this book addresses its role within Guinea’s
multilingual society. It discusses language policy, education, and the
challenges faced by Susu speakers in maintaining their linguistic heritage.
The work also explores bilingualism and language shift phenomena in Guinea.

5. “French Influence on Guinean Languages: A Historical Analysis”
This scholarly work investigates how French, as the official language of
Guinea, has influenced indigenous languages through loanwords, code-
switching, and language education. It provides historical context regarding
colonial and post-colonial language policies. The book offers valuable



insights into the dynamics between colonial languages and native tongues.

6. “Teaching Indigenous Languages in Guinea: Challenges and Opportunities”
This book addresses the practical aspects of language education in Guinea’s
multilingual environment. It discusses curriculum development, teacher
training, and community involvement in promoting indigenous languages. The
author advocates for inclusive language policies to support cultural
preservation and literacy.

7. “The Role of Language in Guinea’s Ethnic Identity and Unity”
Focusing on the interplay between language and ethnicity, this book explores
how linguistic diversity shapes social cohesion and national identity in
Guinea. It analyzes interethnic communication and the use of lingua francas
such as Pidgin and French. The work emphasizes language as a tool for both
division and unity.

8. “Lexicography of Guinean Languages: Compiling Dictionaries for Pular,
Malinké, and Susu”
This reference work details the process of compiling dictionaries for
Guinea’s major languages, highlighting the linguistic challenges and cultural
considerations involved. It serves as a resource for linguists, translators,
and language learners. The book also addresses the importance of standardized
orthographies for these languages.

9. “Language Revitalization Efforts in Guinea: Case Studies and Future
Directions”
This book presents case studies of language revitalization projects aimed at
preserving endangered languages in Guinea. It covers community initiatives,
government programs, and international collaborations. The author discusses
strategies for sustaining language vitality amid globalization and changing
social dynamics.
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Guinea, a West African nation rich in culture and history, boasts a vibrant linguistic landscape.
Beyond the official language of French, a captivating tapestry of indigenous tongues weaves through
its diverse communities. This comprehensive guide delves into the languages spoken in Guinea,
exploring their classification, geographic distribution, and the sociolinguistic dynamics that shape
their use. We’ll unravel the complexities of Guinea's linguistic heritage, providing you with a deeper
understanding of this fascinating aspect of Guinean identity. Prepare to embark on a linguistic
journey through one of Africa's most linguistically diverse nations!

1. The Official Language: French

French, the official language of Guinea, serves as the primary language of administration, education,
and commerce. While not the mother tongue for most Guineans, its dominance is undeniable. Its
widespread use facilitates communication between diverse ethnic groups and fosters integration
within the national context. However, the prevalence of French doesn't overshadow the importance
of the numerous indigenous languages.

2. Major Language Families of Guinea:

Guinea's linguistic landscape is predominantly shaped by Niger-Congo languages, a vast family
encompassing a significant portion of African languages. Within Niger-Congo, several branches hold
significant presence in Guinea:

Mande: This is arguably the most dominant language family in Guinea, encompassing languages like
Malinke (also known as Mandingo), Bambara, and Soninke. Malinke, in particular, enjoys
widespread use across the country and holds significant cultural importance. Its various dialects
contribute to the linguistic richness of the nation.

Atlantic: This family includes languages like Nalu and Biafada, primarily spoken in coastal regions.
These languages often exhibit unique phonological and grammatical features, distinct from those in
the Mande family.

Fulani (Fula): While technically part of the Niger-Congo family (Atlantic branch), Fulani deserves
separate mention due to its significant presence and trans-national reach. Fulani is a pastoralist
language, spoken by nomadic and semi-nomadic communities across several West African countries,
including Guinea.

Other Minor Language Families: Smaller language families and isolates contribute to Guinea’s
linguistic diversity, although their speakers often comprise smaller populations compared to the
dominant language groups mentioned above.



3. Geographic Distribution of Languages:

The geographic distribution of languages in Guinea isn't uniform. Certain language families tend to
cluster in specific regions. For instance, Mande languages are prevalent in the interior, while
Atlantic languages are more common along the coast. This geographical pattern reflects historical
migration patterns and socio-political dynamics throughout Guinea's history.

4. Language Use and Sociolinguistic Dynamics:

The interaction between French and the indigenous languages is complex. While French holds
official status, its use varies significantly across social strata. Urban areas often witness a higher
prevalence of French, whereas rural communities predominantly rely on indigenous languages. This
diglossia, the use of two languages in different social contexts, is a hallmark of Guinea's linguistic
landscape. This leads to code-switching, where speakers seamlessly transition between French and
their native language depending on the social setting and their interlocutors.

5. Language Revitalization and Preservation Efforts:

The increasing dominance of French presents challenges to the preservation of indigenous
languages. Several organizations and initiatives are dedicated to promoting language revitalization,
striving to ensure the continuation of these linguistic traditions. These efforts often involve
promoting language education, supporting linguistic research, and documenting endangered
languages.

6. The Impact of Globalization on Linguistic Diversity:

Globalization presents both opportunities and challenges for Guinea’s languages. Increased access
to media and technology can facilitate the dissemination of information and foster cross-cultural
understanding. However, the dominance of global languages like English and French can also
marginalize indigenous languages, potentially leading to language shift and ultimately, language
loss.

7. The Role of Language in National Identity:



Language plays a crucial role in shaping national identity in Guinea. The interplay between French
and the various indigenous languages reflects the country's complex history and its ongoing efforts
to balance national unity with linguistic diversity. The preservation of indigenous languages is vital
in maintaining cultural heritage and fostering a sense of belonging for diverse communities.

8. Challenges and Future Prospects:

Guinea faces several challenges in managing its linguistic diversity. These include ensuring
equitable access to education in indigenous languages, promoting language documentation for
endangered languages, and addressing the potential marginalization of smaller language
communities. Overcoming these challenges requires concerted efforts from government, educational
institutions, and civil society organizations. The future of Guinea's linguistic landscape hinges on
effective language policies that promote both national unity and linguistic diversity.

Article Outline: Languages Spoken in Guinea

I. Introduction: Hook the reader, briefly introduce Guinea and its linguistic diversity, and outline the
article's content.

II. The Official Language: French: Discuss the role and prevalence of French in Guinea.

III. Major Language Families: Detail the major language families (Mande, Atlantic, Fulani, others)
present in Guinea, providing examples of languages within each family.

IV. Geographic Distribution: Explain the geographical distribution of languages across Guinea.

V. Language Use and Sociolinguistic Dynamics: Analyze the interplay between French and
indigenous languages, discussing diglossia and code-switching.

VI. Language Revitalization and Preservation: Discuss current efforts to preserve indigenous
languages.

VII. Globalization and Linguistic Diversity: Examine the impact of globalization on Guinea's
languages.

VIII. Language and National Identity: Explore the role of language in shaping Guinean identity.

IX. Challenges and Future Prospects: Discuss challenges and potential solutions for preserving
linguistic diversity in Guinea.

X. Conclusion: Summarize key points and offer final thoughts on the significance of language
diversity in Guinea.



(Each section above corresponds to the sections already detailed in the main article.)

FAQs:

1. What is the official language of Guinea? French is the official language of Guinea.

2. Which language family is most dominant in Guinea? The Mande language family is the most
dominant.

3. Are there any endangered languages in Guinea? Yes, several smaller languages face the risk of
endangerment due to language shift.

4. How does French interact with indigenous languages in Guinea? A diglossic situation exists,
where French is used in formal contexts and indigenous languages in informal settings. Code-
switching is common.

5. What efforts are being made to preserve Guinea's linguistic diversity? Language revitalization
initiatives are underway, focusing on education, documentation, and community engagement.

6. How does globalization impact the languages of Guinea? Globalization presents both opportunities
(access to information) and challenges (language shift towards dominant global languages).

7. What role does language play in shaping Guinean national identity? Language is crucial in
shaping cultural identity and fostering a sense of belonging among diverse communities.

8. What are some of the challenges facing language preservation in Guinea? Challenges include
unequal access to education in indigenous languages, lack of resources for documentation, and
language shift.

9. What is the future outlook for linguistic diversity in Guinea? The future depends on effective
language policies and ongoing efforts to promote and preserve indigenous languages alongside
French.

Related Articles:

1. Malinke Language: A Deep Dive: Explores the grammar, vocabulary, and cultural significance of
the Malinke language.

2. The Atlantic Language Family in Guinea: A detailed study of the various Atlantic languages
spoken in Guinea, their features, and their geographical distribution.

3. Language Policy in Guinea: A Critical Analysis: Examines Guinea's official language policies and



their impact on linguistic diversity.

4. Endangered Languages of West Africa: A broader perspective looking at endangered languages in
the region, including those found in Guinea.

5. Language Revitalization Strategies in Africa: Explores successful strategies used to revive
endangered languages across the continent.

6. The Sociolinguistics of Guinea: A study focusing on the social aspects of language use and its
impact on society.

7. The Role of Language in Education in Guinea: Examines the role of French and indigenous
languages in the Guinean education system.

8. Fulani Culture and Language: An exploration of the Fulani people's culture and the significance of
the Fulani language.

9. Comparing Mande Languages: Similarities and Differences: A comparative analysis of various
Mande languages spoken across Guinea and neighboring countries.

  languages spoken in guinea: Grammar and Vocabulary of Language Spoken by Motu Tribe
(New Guinea) William George Lawes, 1896 The following pages represent the first attempt to
classify and reduce to a written form the grammar and vocabulary of the language spoken by the
Motu tribe of New Guinea. From the preface to the first edition.
  languages spoken in guinea: Introduction to Guinea Gilad James, PhD, Guinea is a country
located in West Africa. It is bordered by several countries including Mali, Liberia, Senegal,
Guinea-Bissau, and Sierra Leone. Guinea has an area of approximately 245,860 square kilometers
and a population of about 12.4 million people. It is rich in mineral resources such as bauxite, gold,
and diamonds, making it a major exporter of these resources to other countries. Despite its
abundance of natural resources, Guinea is considered one of the poorest countries in the world.
Almost half of the population lives below the poverty line, with inadequate access to basic
infrastructures such as water, sanitation, and electricity. The country has also suffered from political
instability, with several coups and military dictatorships in its recent history. However, Guinea has
made some progress in recent years towards improving its economic and political situation, with the
introduction of democratic reforms and more stable governance.
  languages spoken in guinea: Area Handbook for Guinea Harold D. Nelson, 1975
  languages spoken in guinea: A grammar of Pichi Kofi Yakpo, 2019 Pichi is an
Afro-Caribbean English-lexifier Creole spoken on the island of Bioko, Equatorial Guinea. It is an
offshoot of 19th century Krio (Sierra Leone) and shares many characteristics with West African
relatives like Nigerian Pidgin, Cameroon Pidgin, and Ghanaian Pidgin English, as well as with the
English-lexifier creoles of the insular and continental Caribbean. This comprehensive description
presents a detailed analysis of the grammar and phonology of Pichi. It also includes a collection of
texts and wordlists. Pichi features a nominative-accusative alignment, SVO word order,
adjective-noun order, prenominal determiners, and prepositions. The language has a seven-vowel
system and twenty-two consonant phonemes. Pichi has a two-tone system with tonal minimal pairs,
morphological tone, and tonal processes. The morphological structure is largely isolating. Pichi has a
rich system of tense-aspect-mood marking, an indicative-subjunctive opposition, and a complex
copular system with several suppletive forms. Many features align Pichi with the Atlantic-Congo
languages spoken in the West African littoral zone. At the same time, characteristics like the
prenominal position of adjectives and determiners show a typological overlap with its lexifier



English, while extensive contact with Spanish has left an imprint on the lexicon and grammar as
well.
  languages spoken in guinea: The Languages and Linguistics of the New Guinea Area Bill
Palmer, 2017-12-04 The Languages and Linguistics of the New Guinea Area: A Comprehensive Guide
is part of the multi-volume reference work on the languages and linguistics of all major regions of
the world. The island of New Guinea and its offshore islands is arguably the most diverse and least
documented linguistic hotspot in the world - home to over 1300 languages, almost one fifth of all
living languages, in more than 40 separate families, along with numerous isolates. Traditionally one
of the least understood linguistic regions, ongoing research allows for the first time a comprehensive
guide. Given the vastness of the region and limited previous overviews, this volume focuses on an
account of the families and major languages of each area within the region, including brief
grammatical descriptions of many of the languages. The volume also includes a typological overview
of Papuan languages, and a chapter on Austronesian-Papuan contact. It will make accessible current
knowledge on this complex region, and will be the standard reference on the region. It is aimed at
typologists, endangered language specialists, graduate and advanced undergraduate students, and
all those interested in linguistic diversity and understanding this least known linguistic region.
  languages spoken in guinea: Hua, a Papuan Language of the Eastern Highlands of New
Guinea John Haiman, 1980-01-01 There is no country in the world where as many different
languages are spoken as in New Guinea, approximately a fifth of the languages in the world. Most of
these so-called Papuan languages seem to be unrelated to languages spoken elsewhere. The present
work is the first truly comprehensive study of such a language, Hua. The chief typological peculiarity
of Hua is the existence of a 'medial verb'construction used to conjoin clauses in compound and
complex sentences. Hua also shows a fundamental morphological distinction between coordinate
and subordinate medial clauses, the latter are not 'tense-iconic', the events they describe are not
necessarily prior to the event described in later clauses. Moreover their truth is always presupposed.
The distribution and behaviour of a post-nominal suffix - mo provides insights into the nature of
topics, conditional clauses, and functional definitions of the parts of speech. In phonology, the
central rules of assimilation are constrained by the universal hierarchy of sonority, which may,
however, be derived from binary features. These are some of the areas in which the grammar of Hua
is unusually perspicuous. The present work aims at a standard of completeness such that it would be
a useful reference work for research in almost any theoretical topic.
  languages spoken in guinea: Introduction to Guinea-Bissau Gilad James, PhD, Guinea-Bissau
is a small country in West Africa, bordered by Senegal to the north and Guinea to the south and east.
It has a population of around 1.8 million people, with diverse ethnic groups including the Fulas,
Mandingos and Balantas. The official language is Portuguese, although many people also speak
Creole and other local languages. Guinea-Bissau gained independence from Portugal in 1973, but
has suffered political instability and economic struggles since then. It is one of the worldâ��s
poorest countries, with low levels of education and healthcare, and a reliance on agriculture for its
economy. The country has a rich cultural history, with traditional music, dance and art still an
important part of the society, and is also home to several endangered species, including
chimpanzees and African manatees.
  languages spoken in guinea: Dictionary of Languages Andrew Dalby, 2015-10-28 Covering
the political, social and historical background of each language, Dictionary of Languages offers a
unique insight into human culture and communication. Every language with official status is
included, as well as all those that have a written literature and 175 'minor' languages with special
historical or anthropological interest. We see how, with the rapidly increasing uniformity of our
culture as media's influence spreads, more languages have become extinct or are under threat of
extinction. The text is highlighted by maps and charts of scripts, while proverbs, anecdotes and
quotations reveal the features that make a language unique.
  languages spoken in guinea: A Death in the Rainforest Don Kulick, 2019-06-18 Don Kulick
went to Papua New Guinea to understand why a language was dying. But that was just the



beginning of what he learned. Renowned linguistic anthropologist Don Kulick first went to study the
tiny jungle village of Gapun in New Guinea over thirty years ago to document how it was that their
native language, Tayap, was dying. But you can’t study a language without settling in among the
people, understanding how they speak every day, and even more, how they live. This book takes us
inside the village as Kulick came to know it, revealing what it is like to live in a difficult-to-get-to
village of two hundred people, carved out like a cleft in the middle of a swamp, in the middle of a
tropical rainforest. These are fascinating, readable stories of what the people who live in that village
eat for breakfast and how they sleep; about how villagers discipline their children, how they joke
with one another, and how they swear at one another. Kulick tells us how villagers worship, how
they argue, how they die. Finally, though, this is an illuminating look at the impact of white culture
on the farthest reaches of the globe—and the story of why this anthropologist realized that he had to
leave and give up his study of this language. Smart, engaging, and perceptive, A Death in the
Rainforest takes readers into a world that will soon disappear forever.
  languages spoken in guinea: ,
  languages spoken in guinea: The Manambu Language of East Sepik, Papua New Guinea
Alexandra Aikhenvald, 2010-06-17 This book is the first comprehensive description of the Manambu
language of Papua New Guinea and is based entirely on the author's immersion fieldwork. Manambu
belongs to the Ndu language family, and is spoken by about 2,500 people in five villages: Avatip,
Yawabak, Malu, Apa:n, and Yambon (Yuanab) in East Sepik Province, Ambunti district. Manambu
can be considered an endangered language. The Manambu language has many unusual properties.
Every noun is considered masculine or feminine. Feminine gender - which is unmarked - is
associated with small size and round shape, and masculine gender with elongated shape, large size,
and importance. The Manambu culture is centered on ownership of personal names, and is similar to
that of the Iatmul, described by Gregory Bateson. After an introductory account of the language and
its speakers, Professor Aikhenvald devotes chapters to phonology, grammatical relations, word
classes, gender, semantics, number, case, possession, derivation and compounding, pronouns,
morphohology, verbs, mood and modality, negation, clause structure, pragmatics, discourse,
semantics, the lexicon, current directions of change, and genetic relationship to other languages.
The description is presented in a clear style in a framework that will be comprehensible to all
linguists and linguistically oriented anthropologists.
  languages spoken in guinea: The World Until Yesterday Jared Diamond, 2012-12-31 The
bestselling author of Collapse and Guns, Germs and Steel surveys the history of human societies to
answer the question: What can we learn from traditional societies that can make the world a better
place for all of us? “As he did in his Pulitzer Prize-winning Guns, Germs, and Steel, Jared Diamond
continues to make us think with his mesmerizing and absorbing new book. Bookpage Most of us take
for granted the features of our modern society, from air travel and telecommunications to literacy
and obesity. Yet for nearly all of its six million years of existence, human society had none of these
things. While the gulf that divides us from our primitive ancestors may seem unbridgeably wide, we
can glimpse much of our former lifestyle in those largely traditional societies still or recently in
existence. Societies like those of the New Guinea Highlanders remind us that it was only
yesterday—in evolutionary time—when everything changed and that we moderns still possess bodies
and social practices often better adapted to traditional than to modern conditions.The World Until
Yesterday provides a mesmerizing firsthand picture of the human past as it had been for millions of
years—a past that has mostly vanished—and considers what the differences between that past and
our present mean for our lives today. This is Jared Diamond’s most personal book to date, as he
draws extensively from his decades of field work in the Pacific islands, as well as evidence from
Inuit, Amazonian Indians, Kalahari San people, and others. Diamond doesn’t romanticize traditional
societies—after all, we are shocked by some of their practices—but he finds that their solutions to
universal human problems such as child rearing, elder care, dispute resolution, risk, and physical
fitness have much to teach us. Provocative, enlightening, and entertaining, The World Until
Yesterday is an essential and fascinating read.



  languages spoken in guinea: Manual of Romance Languages in Africa Ursula Reutner,
2023-12-18 With more than two thousand languages spread over its territory, multilingualism is a
common reality in Africa. The main official languages of most African countries are Indo-European,
in many instances Romance. As they were primarily brought to Africa in the era of colonization, the
areas discussed in this volume are thirty-five states that were once ruled by Belgium, France, Italy,
Portugal, or Spain, and the African regions still belonging to three of them. Twenty-six states are
presented in relation to French, four to Italian, six to Portuguese, and two to Spanish. They are
considered in separate chapters according to their sociolinguistic situation, linguistic history,
external language policy, linguistic characteristics, and internal language policy. The result is a
comprehensive overview of the Romance languages in modern-day Africa. It follows a coherent
structure, offers linguistic and sociolinguistic information, and illustrates language contact
situations, power relations, as well as the cross-fertilization and mutual enrichment emerging from
the interplay of languages and cultures in Africa.
  languages spoken in guinea: Papua New Guinea Ingrid Gascoigne, Cassandra Schumacher,
2018-04-15 The country of Papua New Guinea has a diverse landscape filled with incredible animals
and plant life. With thick rain forests and beautiful mountains, it is a tropical paradise. The people
are as varied as the lands. In fact, the country is home to the greatest language diversity in the
world. Modern pressures on one of the last nations to maintain a tribal life lend to a complex culture
trying to preserve the beauty of the land while growing and prospering as a nation. Allow readers to
explore the incredible landscape, the vast diversity, and the rich culture of Papua New Guinea in this
exciting, informative book.
  languages spoken in guinea: New Guinea and Neighboring Areas Stephen A. Wurm,
2019-11-18 The Contributions to the Sociology of Language series features publications dealing with
sociolinguistic theory, methods, findings and applications. It addresses the study of language in
society in its broadest sense, as a truly international and interdisciplinary field in which various
approaches - theoretical and empirical - supplement and complement each other. The series invites
the attention of scholars interested in language in society from a broad range of disciplines -
anthropology, education, history, linguistics, political science, and sociology. To discuss your book
idea or submit a proposal, please contact Natalie Fecher.
  languages spoken in guinea: The Pacific Islands Brij V. Lal, Kate Fortune, 2000-01-01 An
encyclopaedia of information on major aspects of Pacific life, including the physical environment,
peoples, history, politics, economy, society and culture. The CD-ROM contains hyperlinks between
section titles and sections, a library of all the maps in the encyclopaedia, and a photo library.
  languages spoken in guinea: Deep Roots Edda L. Fields-Black, 2008-10-20 Mangrove rice
farming on West Africa's Rice Coast was the mirror image of tidewater rice plantations worked by
enslaved Africans in 18th-century South Carolina and Georgia. This book reconstructs the
development of rice-growing technology among the Baga and Nalu of coastal Guinea, beginning
more than a millennium before the transatlantic slave trade. It reveals a picture of dynamic
pre-colonial coastal societies, quite unlike the static, homogenous pre-modern Africa of previous
scholarship. From its examination of inheritance, innovation, and borrowing, Deep Roots fashions a
theory of cultural change that encompasses the diversity of communities, cultures, and forms of
expression in Africa and the African diaspora.
  languages spoken in guinea: Introduction to Equatorial Guinea Gilad James, PhD,
Equatorial Guinea is a small country located in west central Africa, bordered by Cameroon to the
north and Gabon to the south and east. The country consists of the mainland region which is the RÃo
Muni, and the island region of Bioko, which is made up of the islands of Bioko and AnnobÃ³n. The
country has a small population of around 1.2 million people, with roughly the same number of people
living on the mainland as on the islands. Equatorial Guinea is one of the smallest countries in Africa
in terms of both population and land area. It is also one of the most ethnically diverse countries in
Africa, with over 50 different ethnic groups present. Equatorial Guinea gained independence in 1968
after Spanish colonization. Since then, the country has been ruled by one political party, the



Democratic Party of Equatorial Guinea (PDGE). The country is one of the wealthiest in Africa, with a
per capita GDP that ranks among the highest on the continent. This is largely due to oil reserves
discovered in the 1990s, which make up the majority of the country's export earnings. Despite its
wealth, Equatorial Guinea is also known for its human rights abuses and corruption, with the
country frequently ranking poorly on global indices measuring these factors.
  languages spoken in guinea: Atlas of the World's Languages R.E. Asher, Christopher
Moseley, 2018-04-19 Before the first appearance of the Atlas of the World's Languages in 1993, all
the world's languages had never been accurately and completely mapped. The Atlas depicts the
location of every known living language, including languages on the point of extinction. This fully
revised edition of the Atlas offers: up-to-date research, some from fieldwork in early 2006 a general
linguistic history of each section an overview of the genetic relations of the languages in each
section statistical and sociolinguistic information a large number of new or completely updated maps
further reading and a bibliography for each section a cross-referenced language index of over 6,000
languages. Presenting contributions from international scholars, covering over 6,000 languages and
containing over 150 full-colour maps, the Atlas of the World's Languages is the definitive reference
resource for every linguistic and reference library.
  languages spoken in guinea: Papua New Guinea Energy Policy, Laws and Regulation
Handbook Volume 1 Oil and Gas Sector: Principal Laws, Regulations and Policies IBP, Inc.,
2018-02-05 Papua New Guinea Energy Policy, Laws and Regulations Handbook - Strategic
Information, Policy, Regulations
  languages spoken in guinea: Papua New Guinea Oil and Gas Sector, Energy Policy, Laws
and Regulations Handbook Volume 1 Principal Laws, Regulations and Policies IBP, Inc.,
2019-04-10 2011 Updated Reprint. Updated Annually. Papua New Guinea Oil & Gas Sector Energy
Policy, Laws and Regulations Handbook
  languages spoken in guinea: Papua New Guinea Land Laws and Economic Development
Handbook Volume 1 Strategic Information and Land Laws IBP USA, 2012
  languages spoken in guinea: Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of the World , 2010-04-06
Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of the World is an authoritative single-volume reference
resource comprehensively describing the major languages and language families of the world. It will
provide full descriptions of the phonology, semantics, morphology, and syntax of the world's major
languages, giving insights into their structure, history and development, sounds, meaning, structure,
and language family, thereby both highlighting their diversity for comparative study, and
contextualizing them according to their genetic relationships and regional distribution.Based on the
highly acclaimed and award-winning Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics, this volume will
provide an edited collection of almost 400 articles throughout which a representative subset of the
world's major languages are unfolded and explained in up-to-date terminology and authoritative
interpretation, by the leading scholars in linguistics. In highlighting the diversity of the world's
languages — from the thriving to the endangered and extinct — this work will be the first point of
call to any language expert interested in this huge area. No other single volume will match the
extent of language coverage or the authority of the contributors of Concise Encyclopedia of
Languages of the World. - Extraordinary breadth of coverage: a comprehensive selection of just
under 400 articles covering the world's major languages, language families, and classification
structures, issues and dispute - Peerless quality: based on 20 years of academic development on two
editions of the leading reference resource in linguistics, Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics -
Unique authorship: 350 of the world's leading experts brought together for one purpose -
Exceptional editorial selection, review and validation process: Keith Brown and Sarah Ogilvie act as
first-tier guarantors for article quality and coverage - Compact and affordable: one-volume format
makes this suitable for personal study at any institution interested in areal, descriptive, or
comparative language study - and at a fraction of the cost of the full encyclopedia
  languages spoken in guinea: The Yimas Language of New Guinea William A. Foley, 1991 A
study of the Yimas language, its grammar and lexicon, the social and cultural contexts of the use of



the language, its history and genetic relations, and its interactions with neighbouring languages. --
Pref.
  languages spoken in guinea: Indigenous Language Acquisition, Maintenance, and Loss
and Current Language Policies Okamura, Toru, Kai, Masumi, 2020-08-28 The world’s linguistic
map has changed in recent years due to the vast disappearance of indigenous languages. Many
factors affect the alteration of languages in various areas of the world including governmental
policies, education, and colonization. As indigenous languages continue to be affected by modern
influences, there is a need for research on the current state of native linguistics that remain across
the globe. Indigenous Language Acquisition, Maintenance, and Loss and Current Language Policies
is a collection of innovative research on the diverse policies, influences, and frameworks of
indigenous languages in various regions of the world. It discusses the maintenance, attrition, or loss
of the indigenous languages; language status in the society; language policies; and the grammatical
characteristics of the indigenous language that people maintained and spoke. This book is ideally
designed for anthropologists, language professionals, linguists, cultural researchers, geographers,
educators, government officials, policymakers, academicians, and students.
  languages spoken in guinea: New Perspectives on Endangered Languages José Antonio
Flores Farfán, Fernando F. Ramallo, 2010 Understanding sociolinguistics as a theoretical and
methodological framework hopefully could attempt to promote change and social development in
human communities. Yet it still presents important political, epistemological, methodological and
theoretical challenges. A sociolinguistics of development, in which the revitalization of linguistic
communities is the priority, opens new perspectives for the emerging field of linguistic
documentation, in which the societal aspects of research, stressed by sociolinguistics, have
frequently been marginal. The need to focus on the documentation of linguistic communities to
contribute to the revitalization of these communities requires an in-depth revision of a number of
different perspectives. Especially regarding the links between commonly separated fields of enquiry
such as sociolinguistics, documentation and revitalization. Instead of creating mere museum pieces
of academic contemplation for the future, as has been the major trend up to now in language
documentation and even sociolinguistics, there is a growing concern to join forces to revitalize the
actual use of endangered languages in order to place languages as a main focus of a community s
development which constitutes a major challenge for both scholars, civil society and speakers alike.
  languages spoken in guinea: Encyclopedia of Bilingualism and Bilingual Education Colin
Baker, Sylvia Prys Jones, 1998 This encyclopedia is divided into three sections: individual
bilingualism; bilingualism in society and bilingual education. It includes many pictures, graphs, maps
and diagrams. The book concludes with a comprehensive bibliography on bilingualism.
  languages spoken in guinea: The World's Major Languages Bernard Comrie, 2018-04-17
The World's Major Languages features over 50 of the world's languages and language families. This
revised edition includes updated bibliographies for each chapter and up-to-date census figures. The
featured languages have been chosen based on the number of speakers, their role as official
languages and their cultural and historical importance. Each language is looked at in depth, and the
chapters provide information on both grammatical features and on salient features of the language's
history and cultural role. The World’s Major Languages is an accessible and essential reference work
for linguists.
  languages spoken in guinea: The Vanishing Languages of the Pacific Rim Osahito Miyaoka,
Osamu Sakiyama, Michael E. Krauss, 2007-04-12 This book presents the first comprehensive survey
of the languages of the Pacific rim, a vast region containing the greatest typological and genetic
diversity in the world. It includes the littoral regions of North and South America, Australasia, east
and south-east Asia, and Japan, as well as the Pacific itself. As its languages decline and disappear,
sometimes without trace, this rich linguistic heritage is rapidly eroding. In The Vanishing Languages
of the Pacific Rim distinguished scholars report on the current state of the region's languages and
provides a critical survey of the current state of the region's languages. They show what is currently
known and recorded and what remains to be examined and documented. They consider which



languages are the most vulnerable to extinction and what steps that can be taken to save them.
Their analyses range from the regional to the local and focus on languages in a wide variety of social
and ecological settings. Together they make a compelling case for research throughout the region,
and show how and where this needs to be done.
  languages spoken in guinea: Biogeography and Ecology of New Guinea J.L. Gressit,
2012-12-06 J. L. Gressitt New Guinea is a fantastic island, unique and fascinating. It is an area of
incredible variety of geomorphology, biota, peoples, languages, history, tradi tions and cultures.
Diversity is its prime characteristic, whatever the subject of interest. To a biogeographer it is
tantalizing, as well as confusing or frustrating when trying to determine the history of its biota. To
an ecologist, and to all biologists, it is a happy hunting ground of endless surprises and unanswered
questions. To a conservationist it is like a dream come true, a flash-back of a few centuries, as well
as a challenge for the future. New Guinea is so special that it is hard to compare it with other islands
or tropical areas. It is something apart, with its very complicated history (chapters I: 2-4, II: 1-4, III:
I, VI: I, 2). It is partly old but to a great extent very young, yet extremely rich and complex. It has
biota of different sources - to such a degree that it is still disputed in this volume as to what Realm it
belongs to: the Paleotropical or Notogaean (Australian); or what Region: Oriental, Oceanic, Papuan
or Australian. The terms Papuasian, Indo-Australian and Australasian also have been applied to the
area.
  languages spoken in guinea: The Papuan Languages of New Guinea William A. Foley,
1986-11-20 This introduction to the descriptive and historical linguistics of the Papuan languages of
New Guinea provide an accessible account of one of the richest and most diverse linguistic
situations in the world. The Papuan languages number over 700 (or 20 per cent of the world's total)
in more than sixty language families. Less than a quarter of the individual languages have yet been
adequately documented, and in this sense William Foley's book might be considered premature.
However, in the search for language universals and generalisations in linguistic typology, it would
be foolhardy to neglect the information that is available. In this respect alone, the present volume,
systematically organised on mainly typology principles, is particularly timely and useful. In addition,
the processes of linguistic diffusion are present in New Guinea to an extent probably paralleled
elsewhere on the globe. The Papuan Languages of New Guinea will be of interest not only to general
and comparative linguists and to typologists, but also to sociolinguists and anthropologists for the
information it provides on the social dynamics of language content.
  languages spoken in guinea: New Guinea Clive Moore, 2003-07-31 New Guinea, the world's
largest tropical island, is a land of great contrasts, ranging from small glaciers on its highest peaks
to broad mangrove swamps in its lowlands and hundreds of smaller islands and coral atolls along its
coasts. Divided between two nations, the island and its neighboring archipelagos form Indonesia’s
Papua Province (or Irian Jaya) and the independent nation of Papua New Guinea, both former
European colonies. Most books on New Guinea have been guided by these and other divisions,
separating east from west, prehistoric from historic, precontact from postcontact, colonial from
postcolonial. This is the first work to consider New Guinea and its 40,000-year history in its entirety.
The volume opens with a look at the Melanesian region and argues that interlocking exchange
systems and associated human interchanges are the invisible government through which New
Guinea societies operate. Succeeding chapters review the history of encounters between outsiders
and New Guinea's populations. They consider the history of Malay involvement with New Guinea
over the past two thousand years, demonstrating the extent to which west New Guinea in particular
was incorporated into Malay trading and raiding networks prior to Western contact. The impact of
colonial rule, economic and social change, World War II, decolonization, and independence are
discussed in the final chapter.
  languages spoken in guinea: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Human Communication Sciences and
Disorders Jack S. Damico, Martin J. Ball, 2019-03-01 The SAGE Encyclopedia of Human
Communication Sciences and Disorders is an in-depth encyclopedia aimed at students interested in
interdisciplinary perspectives on human communication—both normal and disordered—across the



lifespan. This timely and unique set will look at the spectrum of communication disorders, from
causation and prevention to testing and assessment; through rehabilitation, intervention, and
education. Examples of the interdisciplinary reach of this encyclopedia: A strong focus on health
issues, with topics such as Asperger's syndrome, fetal alcohol syndrome, anatomy of the human
larynx, dementia, etc. Including core psychology and cognitive sciences topics, such as social
development, stigma, language acquisition, self-help groups, memory, depression, memory,
Behaviorism, and cognitive development Education is covered in topics such as cooperative learning,
special education, classroom-based service delivery The editors have recruited top researchers and
clinicians across multiple fields to contribute to approximately 640 signed entries across four
volumes.
  languages spoken in guinea: The Chinese in Papua New Guinea Anna Hayes, Rosita
Henry, Michael Wood, 2024-05-16 Papua New Guinean, Chinese and Australian people have long
been entangled in the creation of complex histories and political debates concerning the similarities
and differences of each group. These debates are fundamental to understanding how a sense of
national unity in Papua New Guinea is formed, as well as within analyses of the wider world of
strategic power dynamics and influence. The Chinese in Papua New Guinea offers a comprehensive
and nuanced examination of the Chinese in Papua New Guinea. Chinese, Papua New Guinean and
Australian interactions are analysed in the context of ongoing shifts in colonial power, increased
regional engagement with China, and current political instabilities across the Indo-Pacific region.
The many ways the Chinese have been defined as actors in PNG’s history and politics are analysed
against the backdrop of a rapidly changing global order. The complexity of Chinese experiences
within Papua New Guinea is given expression, here, with chapters that stress political and historical
heterogeneity, the importance of language for understanding Chinese social relations, and that
articulate rich personal experiences of race relations.
  languages spoken in guinea: Archaeological Research at Caution Bay, Papua New Guinea
Thomas Richards, Bruno David, Ken Aplin, 2016-12-31 The first volume of the Caution Bay
monographs is designed to introduce the goals of the Caution Bay project, the nature and scope of
the investigations and the cultural and natural setting of the study area.
  languages spoken in guinea: Languages of the World Asya Pereltsvaig, 2023-12-07 Are you
curious to know what all languages have in common and how they differ? Do you want to find out
how language can be used to trace different peoples and their past? Now in its fourth edition, this
fascinating book guides beginners through the rich diversity of the world's languages. It
presupposes no background in linguistics, and introduces key concepts with the help of problem
sets, end-of-chapter exercises and an extensive bibliography. It is illustrated with detailed maps and
charts of language families throughout, and engaging sidebars and 'food for thought' boxes
contextualise and bring the languages to life with demographic, social, historical, and geographical
facts. This edition has been extensively updated with a new section on the languages of the
Caribbean, new problem sets, and an updated glossary and index. Supplementary online materials
includes links to all websites mentioned, and answers to the exercises for instructors.
  languages spoken in guinea: Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies
Jared Diamond, 1999-04-17 Fascinating.... Lays a foundation for understanding human history.—Bill
Gates In this artful, informative, and delightful (William H. McNeill, New York Review of Books)
book, Jared Diamond convincingly argues that geographical and environmental factors shaped the
modern world. Societies that had had a head start in food production advanced beyond the
hunter-gatherer stage, and then developed religion --as well as nasty germs and potent weapons of
war --and adventured on sea and land to conquer and decimate preliterate cultures. A major advance
in our understanding of human societies, Guns, Germs, and Steel chronicles the way that the modern
world came to be and stunningly dismantles racially based theories of human history. Winner of the
Pulitzer Prize, the Phi Beta Kappa Award in Science, the Rhone-Poulenc Prize, and the
Commonwealth club of California's Gold Medal.
  languages spoken in guinea: Papua New Guinea Country Study Guide Volume 1 Strategic



Information and Developments IBP, Inc., 2017-06-28 Papua New Guinea Country Study Guide
Volume 1 Strategic Information and Developments - Everything you need to know about the country
- Geography, history, politics, economy, business, etc.
  languages spoken in guinea: An Areal Typology of Agreement Systems Ranko Matasović,
2018-05-24 The first areal-typological exploration of agreement systems in the world's languages.
  languages spoken in guinea: A Grammar of Nungon Hannah Sarvasy, 2017-03-13 A
Grammar of Nungon is the most comprehensive modern reference grammar of a language of
northeast Papua New Guinea. Nungon is a previously-undescribed Finisterre-Huon Papuan language
spoken by about 1,000 people in the Saruwaged Mountains, Morobe Province. Hannah Sarvasy
provides a rich description of the language in its cultural context, based on original immersion
fieldwork. The exposition is extraordinarily thorough, covering phonetics, phonology, word classes,
morphology, grammatical relations, switch-reference, valency, complex predicates, clause
combining, possession, information structure, and the pragmatics of communication. Four complete
interlinearized Nungon monologues and dialogues supplement the copious textual examples. A
Grammar of Nungon sets a new standard of thoroughness for reference works on languages of this
region.
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