requirements for the cpa exam in california

requirements for the cpa exam in california are essential for aspiring accountants who wish to obtain their Certified
Public Accountant license in the state. California has specific educational, experiential, and procedural criteria that
candidates must meet before they can sit for the CPA exam. Understanding these requirements is crucial for timely
preparation and successful completion of the examination process. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the
academic qualifications, application procedures, exam structure, and post-exam licensing prerequisites in California.
Additionally, it outlines the necessary steps candidates must follow to ensure compliance with the California Board of
Accountancy regulations. The detailed information presented here serves as a valuable resource for prospective CPA
candidates aiming to achieve certification in California.
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Educational Requirements for the CPA Exam in California

One of the primary requirements for the cpa exam in california is meeting the state's stringent educational
standards. Candidates must complete specific coursework and credit hours to qualify for the examination. California
mandates that candidates have a minimum of 150 semester units from an accredited college or university. This
requirement exceeds the typical four-year bachelor's degree credit load, ensuring that candidates possess a
comprehensive accounting education.

Degree and Coursework Requirements

Applicants must hold at least a bachelor’s degree or higher from a recognized institution. The degree must include
particular accounting and business-related courses to satisfy the California Board of Accountancy’s criteria. The required
coursework typically encompasses:

e Accounting subjects such as financial accounting, auditing, taxation, and managerial accounting
e Business-related courses including business law, finance, economics, and ethics
e General education credits in subjects like English and mathematics

California specifies that at least 24 semester units in accounting subjects and 24 semester units in business-related
courses must be completed. These courses ensure that CPA candidates have a solid foundation in both technical
accounting skills and broader business knowledge.

Additional Educational Considerations

Beyond meeting the 150-semester unit requirement, some candidates may choose to pursue a master’'s degree in
accounting or business administration to fulfill the educational prerequisites. Graduate-level coursework can often satisfy
both the credit hour requirements and provide specialized knowledge that benefits exam preparation and career
advancement.

Application Process and Eligibility

Understanding the requirements for the cpa exam in california also involves navigating the application and
eligibility verification process. Before sitting for the exam, candidates must submit a comprehensive application to the
California Board of Accountancy (CBA) for evaluation and approval.

Application Submission
The application process requires candidates to:

1. Complete the CPA exam application form provided by the CBA.

2. Submit official transcripts from all colleges and universities attended.
3. Pay the required application and examination fees.

4. Provide any additional documentation requested by the board.

Once the application is reviewed and approved, candidates receive a Notice to Schedule (NTS), enabling them to book
exam sections at authorized testing centers.

Eligibility Verification



California’s Board of Accountancy conducts a thorough review to confirm that candidates meet all educational
prerequisites before granting exam eligibility. This verification process ensures compliance with the specific credit hour
and coursework requirements. It is important for applicants to carefully review their academic records and confirm that
all required courses are completed and properly documented.

Structure and Content of the CPA Exam

The CPA exam itself is a crucial part of the requirements for the cpa exam in california. The exam is uniform across
all states but must be passed under California’s regulatory purview. It consists of four sections, each testing different
competencies essential for accounting professionals.

Exam Sections
The four sections of the CPA exam are:

e Auditing and Attestation (AUD): Focuses on auditing procedures, generally accepted auditing standards, and
professional responsibilities.

e Business Environment and Concepts (BEC): Covers business concepts, economics, corporate governance,
and financial management.

¢ Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR): Emphasizes financial accounting standards, reporting
frameworks, and transactions.

e Regulation (REG): Tests knowledge of federal taxation, ethics, professional and legal responsibilities.

Candidates must pass all four sections within an 18-month rolling period to maintain credit for passed sections.

Exam Scheduling and Testing

Upon receiving the Notice to Schedule, candidates can book their exam dates through the designated examination
service. The exam is computer-based and typically administered at Prometric testing centers. Each section varies in
length but usually requires four hours to complete. Candidates often prepare extensively to meet the rigorous standards
required for passing.

Experience Requirements for CPA Licensure

In addition to passing the CPA exam, the requirements for the cpa exam in california include fulfilling work
experience prerequisites before obtaining licensure. California requires CPA candidates to acquire practical accounting
experience under the supervision of a licensed CPA.

Experience Duration and Nature

The California Board of Accountancy mandates a minimum of 12 months (equivalent to 2,000 hours) of qualifying work
experience. This experience must be in accounting, attest, compilation, management advisory, financial advisory, tax, or
consulting skills. The work should demonstrate proficiency in applying accounting principles and ethical standards.

Supervision and Verification

The experience must be verified by a licensed CPA or a public accountant authorized by the board. The supervisor must
attest to the candidate's performance and confirm that the work met professional standards. This verification is an
integral step in the licensure application process and ensures that candidates have practical skills in addition to
theoretical knowledge.

Additional Requirements and Important Considerations

Beyond education, examination, and experience, there are other requirements for the cpa exam in california and
licensure that candidates should be aware of to ensure full compliance with state regulations.
Ethics Examination

California requires candidates to pass an ethics exam, which is typically the AICPA Professional Ethics Exam for CPAs.
This exam assesses understanding of ethical responsibilities and professional conduct standards expected of licensed
CPAs in California.

Fingerprinting and Background Check

Applicants must submit fingerprints for a criminal background check as part of the licensure process. This requirement
helps maintain the integrity of the CPA profession by ensuring that licensees meet character standards.



Continuing Education Requirements

After licensure, California CPAs must comply with continuing education mandates to maintain their license. This includes
completing a specified number of continuing professional education (CPE) hours during each renewal period to stay
current with evolving accounting standards and regulations.

Questions
What are the basic education requirements to sit for the CPA exam in California?

Candidates must have at least 150 semester units of college education with a concentration in accounting, including a
minimum of 24 semester units in accounting subjects and 24 semester units in business-related subjects.

Do | need a bachelor's degree to qualify for the CPA exam in California?

Yes, you need at least a bachelor's degree or higher from an accredited institution to meet the education requirements
for the CPA exam in California.

How many accounting units are required to be eligible for the CPA exam in California?

California requires candidates to complete a minimum of 24 semester units in accounting subjects such as financial
accounting, auditing, taxation, and managerial accounting.

Are there any specific business-related course requirements for the California CPA exam?

Yes, candidates must complete at least 24 semester units in business-related subjects including business law, finance,
economics, statistics, and management.

Can | apply for the CPA exam in California before completing all 150 semester units?

Yes, you can apply to take the CPA exam after completing 120 semester units, but you must fulfill the full 150 semester
units before applying for CPA licensure.

Is work experience required before taking the CPA exam in California?

No, work experience is not required before sitting for the CPA exam in California. However, you need to complete one
year of qualifying experience to obtain your CPA license.

Are there any residency requirements for taking the CPA exam in California?

No, there are no residency requirements. Candidates from outside California and international applicants can apply for
and take the California CPA exam.

How do | verify my education credentials for the California CPA exam application?

You must submit official transcripts from your college or university directly to the California Board of Accountancy as part
of your CPA exam application process.

1. California CPA Exam Review: Business Environment and Concepts This comprehensive guide covers the Business
Environment and Concepts (BEC) section of the CPA exam with a focus on California-specific regulations and
standards. It includes detailed explanations of corporate governance, economic concepts, financial management,
and information technology. The book features practice questions and simulations tailored to help candidates
succeed in this section of the CPA exam.

2. Auditing and Attestation (AUD) for California CPA Exam Designed specifically for CPA candidates in California, this
book delves into auditing standards, procedures, and attestation engagements. It emphasizes California state
auditing requirements alongside the AICPA’s standards. Practice questions and case studies help reinforce key
concepts for exam readiness.

3. Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR) Essentials for California CPA Candidates This text offers an in-depth
review of financial accounting principles and reporting standards relevant to the FAR section of the CPA exam. It
includes California-specific accounting rules and updates to ensure candidates are well-prepared. The book also
provides numerous practice problems and real-world examples.

4. Regulation (REG) Review Guide: California CPA Exam Focus Focusing on federal taxation, ethics, business law,
and professional responsibilities, this guide addresses the regulatory requirements for CPA candidates in
California. It integrates California state tax laws and ethical guidelines, supplementing the federal content. The
guide is structured to facilitate efficient study and includes practice questions modeled on the exam format.

5. California CPA Exam: Ethics and Professional Responsibilities This book concentrates on the ethics and
professional responsibility components required by the California Board of Accountancy. It outlines the ethical
standards, rules of conduct, and disciplinary actions applicable to CPAs in California. The book serves as a crucial
resource for understanding compliance and ethical decision-making on the exam.

6. California CPA Exam Review: Taxation of Individuals and Entities Covering individual and business taxation topics,
this book is tailored to California CPA candidates with an emphasis on state tax laws. It explains complex tax



concepts, filing requirements, and credits/deductions relevant to California taxpayers. The book also includes
practice questions to test knowledge and application.

7. CPA Exam Simulation Workbook for California Candidates This workbook provides simulated CPA exam questions
and case studies across all four sections, with a specific focus on California requirements. It is designed to build
exam-taking skills and confidence through realistic practice tests. The workbook also offers detailed answer
explanations to aid understanding.

8. California CPA Exam: Financial Reporting and Accounting Standards This title details the accounting standards
and financial reporting frameworks essential for the California CPA exam. It highlights GAAP, IFRS, and California-
specific accounting regulations. The book is enriched with examples, practice problems, and updates on recent
accounting pronouncements.

9. Mastering CPA Exam Concepts: California Edition A comprehensive review book that covers all CPA exam sections
with an emphasis on California state-specific content. It provides concise summaries, key concept highlights, and
exam tips tailored for California candidates. This book is ideal for last-minute review and reinforcing critical exam
topics.
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